
November 2018  Volume 14 � Issue 160
  

������������	
������� 
Free, 

  electronic magazine 
  for railroad enthusiasts 
  in the scale 1:220 

 and Prototype 
 

 
www.trainini.eu 

Published monthly 
no guarantee 

 
ISSN 2512-8035 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Revolutionary tree building 

 
 
Raiffeisen Warehouse by Märklin 
Competitive showpiece 

Trainini 
German Magazine for Z Gauge 



Traininifi 
������������	
������� 

German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

November 2018 Page 2  www.trainini.eu 

Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
The calendar has only two pages left, and the year ends soon, but the model railway 
season is on its way to its peak. 
 
The model railway cellars become again the main place to be, because they are 
warm and cosy. And only there can we finally implement all of the many ideas, most 
recently those of the colourful autumn, on a Z-gauge layout. 
 
We have therefore been busy assembling the Märklin Raiffeisen warehouse for our Z gauge--an 
architectural kit with many parts and an impressive twelve-page construction manual. At first glance, this 
may seem a bit frightening, whether or not one can assemble the kit properly? 
 
But following these instructions is the key to success. In addition to calm and composure, it takes us by 
the hand and guides us safely to our goal: a very beautiful model that can find a home on many sites on 
a layout. We have a few little tricks ready for you so that the fun on the way to this model is not neglected. 
 
In September we started to make trees and shrubs. In this issue we now explore the magical growth of 
Microrama trees through intensive experimentation and testing. 
 
How our colleague Dirk Kuhlmann experienced the history of his diorama "Auf dem Mauspfad" (On the 
mouse path) and what joy in detail was created during construction is also worth a report. 
 
We also found a wonderful film by EK-Verlag about steam and diesel in the north. In it you can find 
wonderful scenes of the original, some of which were even realized in our size Z, but most of all they offer 
suggestions how we all can use them well. 
 
We are also on a journey through time in the Ruhr area, which spans a broad arc in book form, in order 
to open up knowledge about the history of the region and the railway for us as readers. 
 
The Insider Club model for 2019 was also on display at the Cologne trade fair -- we can look forward to 
the 03 1001 steam locomotive with a high-speed tender and the Gl 11 covered freight car with Miele 
advertising lettering. 
  
In addition to the new catalogues from Faller and Märklin, a number of new products have now found 
their way into the specialist trade; we will tell you which ones. But we will also keep you informed about 
further new developments. 
 
Not to forget: at upcoming events in the New Year, you are welcome to let us pull out the pen so that you 
can mark them in the calendar! 
 
Now we wish you a lot of fun with your modelling and of course with reading. 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Joachim Ritter 

Joachim Ritter 
Editor 
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Cover photo: 
ÖBB diesel locomotive 2048 007-5 harmonises very well with the 
autumnally coloured landscape when it drives its intermodal train in 
front of the photographer’s lens. 
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UIC standard car of the FS 
Large capacity Italian 
 
FR Freudenreich Feinwerktechnik always refines Z gauge with its successful freight car models. 
And with great regularity, covered designs can be found among them. Recently, a large-capacity 
wagon of the Italian state railway was delivered, which is exclusively distributed in this design via 
the 1zu220 shop. We took a close look at this fine piece. 
 
At the beginning of the fifties new construction of freight wagons could be resumed. Even then, the 
transport service of the young DB demanded a modern, spacious wagon with a loading length of at least 
12.50 metres. 
 
This wagon, initially known as Glmms 61, which Freudenreich Feinwerktechnik had previously 
implemented as a model, was only feasible around 1960. The Dutch NS and the ÖBB had pushed the 
standardisation of such a wagon within the UIC until then. As a result, similar standard freight wagons 
were also included in the stocks of other related state railways. 

 
An example of this is the Italian car, which is referred to as the Gbs type in the designation scheme 
introduced around 1964. For the 1zu220-Shop FR Freudenreich Feinwerktechnik has now picked up this 
covered type. It is based on the chassis, as the German Gbs 54 also shows, but takes into account the 
deviations of the prototype. This makes it a largely new design. 
 
In contrast to its successors from the newbuilding program, the German car originally called Glmms 61 
had a trapezoidal blasting plant. This gave a higher stability to the type still manufactured from old usable 
parts. Also the model of the Italian modification shows it as typical found in prototype. The step attached 
to the left end of each sliding door is striking. 
  
 

When 044 204-6 and 044 381-2 pass the photographer with Gag 49861 at Osterode am Harz on 22 April 1975, a German car of the type 
Gbs can be seen in the first place in the train. Photo: Prof. Dr. Willi Hager / Eisenbahnstiftung 
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The Gbs of the Italian State Railway FS (Art. No. 39.341.01) will be delivered as the first and, for the time 
being, only variant, with a slightly aged appearance as an exclusive model for the 1zu220-Shop. 
Freudenreich produced only 36 copies, of which 35 are now on sale. 
 
 
The outer appearance 
 
They are painted in RAL 3009 oxide red, which is typical for Italy, and is somewhat lighter than the colour 
found on German freight cars. This paintwork also includes the metal roof and the separately attached 
rectangular buffers at both ends of the wagon. The patina is applied in a somewhat undifferentiated 
manner and looks slightly darker at the bottom than at the top. 

Also in the short short-distance freight train 16185 to Eslarn, led by 064 393-2, two covered wagons Gbs according to the UIC standard 
were listed on September 12, 1973. Photo: Peter Schiffer / Eisenbahnstiftung 

FR Freudenreich Feinwerktechnik has recently expanded the Z-gauge range of covered cars with a Gbs based on the Italian prototype.
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When enlarged, it presents itself only as a speckled, dark grey varnish, but knows how to appear from a 
normal viewer’s perspective. In general, the requirement should not be set too high for factory aging, as 
it is a very time-consuming process that we must pay for as well. 
 

 
We happily also noted that the wheelsets 
insulated on both sides on their wheel 
discs were also covered with a rust-co-
loured patina. 
 
The complete and flawless labelling with 
wagon number and operating data is also 
well done. It was applied by pad printing, 
as is customary with FR.  
 
The chosen FS logo deserves a specific 
look: Although the wagon is formally 
declared for epochs V/VI, it does not dis-
play the current, very curved logo of the 
FS, but the emblem of the Ferrovie dello 
Stato, slightly inclined to the right, as it is 
more typical for epoch IV. 
 
The type designation Gbs also fits to this, 
because the generic designations have 
already been slightly changed several 
times since then.  

With a brown roof and rectangular buffers as well as a light factory patina, the covered freight car type Gbs of the FS (Art.-No. 
39.341.01) is presented for prospective customers. 

The light alloy sliding door is a typical feature of the Italian cars and was also 
correctly reproduced in the model. Next to it there is a separate hand rail on the 
left. The flawless labelling was applied by pad printing and the company number 
21 83 150 0 246 � 7 was assigned to the model. 
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Another striking feature of the model 
is the white aluminium painted sliding 
door, which was also made of light 
metal and stands out in the model due 
to its unusual design. 
 
This provides variety in the vehicle 
fleet as well as the four fan flaps on 
each side, which are set off in the 
same colour shade and which other-
wise usually remain brown due to the 
stencils required for the additional 
painting process at FR. 
 
This almost fools us about the modi-
fied side wall bracing. 
 
Harald Freudenreich also had to com-
pletely redesign the end walls for this 

variant. Compared to the German design, the manoeuvring steps and the long handlebars at the ends of 
the car bodies were also eliminated. Instead, similar handle rails, painted black, can now be found to the 
left of the sliding doors. Brake replicas at wheel level complete the optical impression. 
 

 
 
 
Model in operation 
 
The model presented here finds its way into the association of a freight train via the FR system couplings 
compatible with Märklin. Thanks to soft springs, they are always straight and swivel slightly to the side to 
engage their opposite number. They are stored in the standard shaft designed by Freudenreich. 

For the Italian version of a Gbs, the end walls also had to be changed. The rust-
coloured stepped wheel bodies are also quite striking. 

The side view also allows a good view of the ventilation flaps in white aluminium and the details in the frame area: UIC rope anchor, 
brake changeover lever, step and the trapezoidal sprinkler system for stiffening stand out. The block brakes at the wheel level are not 
quite as easy to notice. 
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Thanks to its tip bearings, the wagon, which is made entirely of metal, rolls easily on the rails. This is 
important because, with a weight of 12 grams, it is one of the heavyweights of Z-gauge. An optimum 
centre of gravity position keeps it well in the track during travel, but too many of its kind should not be 
found in a single train. 
 

At 12 grams, the wagon is not one of the lightweights of gauge Z. The locomotive’s long wheelbase also demands a lot of power, 
especially in curves. 

The Italian Gbs is not only striking in a train because of its special details, but also because of its painting in RAL 3009 oxide red, 
which is lighter than the German freight wagons, according to the FS colour scheme. 
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Otherwise, this could easily push any locomotive to its limits during cornering at the latest, because of its 
long wheelbase, 8.00 m in the prototype, it has the potential to build up high rolling resistance. 

 
During the test operation we noticed the quite loud, if not disturbing operating noise of this model. It can 
be traced back to the large cavity surrounded by four metal walls, which acts like a resonance body. If it 
were still accessible, it could perhaps be soundproofed with a piece of foam or polystyrene. 

  
All in all, we see the Gbs of the FS as a useful addition to the Z-gauge range. Together with other models 
from Freudenreich Feinwerktechnik and Märklin, interesting freight trains with international routes can be 
assembled. After all, cars of foreign state railways have been commonplace in Europe for decades. 

 
And therefore we nominate this primarily new construction item for the best new releases of the year 
2018 in the category of wagons. 
 

Manufacturers and distributors: 
http://www.fr-model.homepage.t-online.de 
https://www.1zu220-shop.de 
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Warehouse by Märklin 
Rural trading centre 
 
Subsidiary lines in generous landscape are and remain probably also the preferential motive of 
most model railroaders. Kits based on regional models are therefore sure to satisfy your wishes 
perfectly. This was certainly the trigger for a Märklin new product, which is in the starting blocks 
and which we would like to present to our readers today. 
 
With the 2018 autumn new products, Märklin added to what had already been granted to the nominal 
sizes H0 and N since the spring: the Raiffeisen warehouse with market (Art. No. 89705) is based on the 
prototype in Eckartshausen-Ilshofen. This success is now likely to be repeated even in the smallest track 
gauge. Delivery via dealers is expected around the beginning of December.  
 

The building, which is typical for such a country trade and storehouse, is located within sight of the railway 
station and had its own railway siding. With a spill system freight wagons could be pulled to the ramp of 
the side shed. Today, only trucks and agricultural vehicles can be found there. 
 
But this should not bother us, especially since other buildings of a similar kind are still equipped with 
tracks today. There, modern silo or swivel roof wagons often even drive up to the storage tank in order 
to be loaded with the grain. For the model railway implementation, this offers more than just a reference 
point for the use on a domestic layout. 
 

On the diagonal view, the three parts of the warehouse building with the agricultural market can be seen in their arrangement. Even if 
the kit allows a separate installation, this will be our template for the test installation. The siding was on this side of the house and 
only reached the attached shed from the right. Photo: Stefan Laffont 




