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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
Sometimes model railroads are shown at various exhibitions, which do not fit into 
the usual view of our beautiful hobby, but radiate a certain different charm. 
 
The respective builders are usually separate from all conventions and create their 
own small, but special, worlds. 
 
Then it may well happen that, only occasionally, but, let's be honest, rather rarely, a 
moving element from a dark corner of the plant emerges.  A train!  It's a railroad! 
 
In this way, these exhibits are first and foremost an exquisite and consistent landscape design. 
 
The viewer is often so captivated by the small scenes that the already mentioned “standstill” only becomes 
noticeable after some time. There is "so much" to discover in these layouts. 
 
If then, as in our case, a "Schweineschnäuzchen" (pig nose) in a quite unusual colouring approaches a 
pier, so they have now arrived in the small world of the layout “Kniephaven.” 
 
For the first time, this North Sea factory and its annexes will be shown in a German magazine. 
Let's go... No, Off! Or better: Get rid of the leash! 
 
But we do not want to throw the anchor so fast into the Z gauge by the sea, but to continue sailing directly 
to Nürnberg for this year's Toy Fair. 
 
For Trainini®, as in the many previous years, Editor-in-chief Holger Späing extensively visited the 
exhibition stands and reports on the new items in the scale 1:220. New tools, design materials and 
accessories, some suitable for various track widths, were, of course, included.�
 
Finally, we would like to look at the new items 2018 from the small series manufacturers, which are gaining 
more and more importance and coverage in this magazine.  But also, what is not yet to be found and, at 
best, implied deserves attention:  the curtain will soon be lifted, because, as the meeting in Altenbeken 
occurs soon, and traditionally, many new items are presented or demonstrated in Altenbeken for the first 
time. 
 
In this context, the last part of the messages failed this time.  The number of letters received by the 
reader alone is extensive.  For this we thank cordially, it is for us editors an important connection to you, 
our readers. 
 
Now I wish you much pleasure with the current issue. 
  
 
Her-Z-lich, 
 
Dirk Kuhlmann 

Dirk Kuhlmann 
Editor 
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Cover photo: 
The Borgward LT 4 of SVG is ready to go on the investor of 
Kniephaven, to take tourists from excursion boats and to transport 
them in the direction of their accommodation. The beautiful model 
comes from Z-Modellbau. 
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Impressionen from the North Sea 
Welcome to Kniephaven 
 
The silence, the yearning, the freedom, the sea and a track lost in the wide dune landscape are the 
ingredients for a small wangerooge in the rough North Frisian Sea. 
 
What sounds so contemplative here, unfortunately, no longer exists in reality 
today.  Sylt introduced its rail transport (1,000 mm gauge) in 1970, Amrum (900 mm gauge) in 1939!  On 
some East Frisian Islands alone, the narrow gauge traffic has been able to keep operating today with a 
high utility value. 
 
Let's just assume that the railroad technical history would have been different on the two above mentio-
ned islands.  The people may, by the way, take out this freedom at any time and build up its plants more 
or less according to the model. Consequently, a fictitious history must justify the continuation of the 
railroad:   
 
The S.V.G. (Sylter Verkehrs-Gemeinschaft) had already taken over the almost bankrupt Amrum's 
operations in all areas at the end of the 1930s.  Early on, the tourism value of this means of transport was 
well recognized and promoted.  In the fifties the line was even rebuilt in standard gauge, and in the 
following years locomotives and wagons, coming from the mainland, found a new 
home.  We are now in Epoch III from 1968 to 1974. 

 
“Who knows if decades later not exactly Wangerooge with its historical trains would have attracted railroad 
friends from all corners of the world?” 
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Preparation 
 
The island of Amrum provides the scenic starting point of the design, with bonds from the very famous 
Kniepsand, the sand dunes and the blooming heath areas. 
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Many other scenes, partly those taken from literature, and also based upon questioning of contemporary 
witnesses, including their own photographic documentation, complete the harmonious overall picture of a 
privately held island railroad. 

 
Special thanks to Dr. Sven Rohmann, his childhood memories of the North Frisian Islands of the sixties 
completed the many common, small everyday scenes.  Of course, there is an extensive collection of 
sketches and plan drawings. 
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It should also not be concealed that some buildings from the East Frisian area are valid here. The visually 
wonderful Ostbake auf Wangerooge, which no longer exists, alone supports the appeal of this exhibit. 
 
If the viewer now feels reminded of one of his North Sea holidays, the goal of this special landscaping 
would be achieved. 
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The name of the exhibit is derived from the “real” Kniephaven that was located northwest of Norddorf on 
Amrum.  The railroad ended here, the harbour could be used by larger vessels and was used for regular 
traffic to Sylt.  Later, the port was abandoned due to continuous build-up of silt. 
 
The built-out hidden station (70 x 30 cm) on the opposite side has the name “Wittdünn Hafen” 
and this represents the other end of the line.  Here, there can even be an additional part to meet the 
requirements of the investor for the car ferry on Amrum. 
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Finally, the part "Blidsel" (100 x 70 cm) was completed, representing again a free interpretation of the 
southern tip of Sylt. 
 

 
The intermediate word 
 
If you are missing the usual text passages under the pictures, the real description comes from the photos 
themselves.  Just look at them closely. 
 


